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“Being Free as Jesus” Philippians 2:6-11

Are you free?

“Free person” sounds like someone who can choose to do anything and is not under
any control or restrictions.

We are created by God in His image, and we are not a robot.

We have been given free will to make any choice.
But when things don't go our own way, we blame others, even God.

We can be frustrated and become critical.
And our hearts can be full of bitterness or grief because of unsatisfied desire.

| remember being that way.

But are we really free, in a state like this?

Opposite of free is being bound.

Paul, the writer of the letter to the Philippians was imprisoned many times by those
who opposed his ministry.

But where did he get the strength to write this letter from a prison with so much joy
and hope?

We are often bound by things or someone.

They may be the loved ones, people from work or church.

We could be bound by rules, times, or bad habits.

Things that bind us vary - from games, phones, internet, sweets, alcohol, hobbies, etc.

“I'm free to do so!” | used to say that too.

But the fact is, | couldn’t quit even if | wanted to.
| wasn't free. | was bound.

Those things chain my heart and time.

Bible tells us that the truth will set us free.

And Jesus Christ said he was the truth.
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The word “free” also has a meaning of “without charge” or “for nothing”.

Maybe we could draw some hints from there.
| read from verse 6 to 8.

6(Christ), Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something
to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as
a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!”

“---made himself nothing” means he emptied himself.

Jesus emptied himself of the divine identity and authority and became human willingly.

Needed to be human to die.

The word “servant” also has a meaning of slave.
Slaves have a master, and they have to obey the master 100%.
Unless the master set them free, they cannot be a free person.

Jesus became obedient to Father God, just as a slave would do to a master.

The pain and agony of cross is beyond our imagination.

And that death meant complete separation from Father God.

Before the cross Jesus prayed in Gethsemane,

“My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as | will, but as you
will.” (Matthew 26:39)

Jesus knew the will of the Father.
He was free to reject the cross.
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Yet he willingly chose the death on the cross.

We were separated from God because of our sin of denying God.
We should have been judged.
But Jesus took the judgement upon himself on the cross in our place.

He sacrificed his life to save us from dying.

When we find out the meaning of the cross and love of God, how would we respond?

Bow down to give him thanks or say that | am sorry.

But as for me, it is much more difficult to say sorry.

Because it means | am admitting it's my fault.

Hard to say when | think | am in the right.

But the salvation requires humility and repentance.

Believing that Jesus is our savior, our sins are forgiven, and we are set free from the
bondage of sin.

“I'have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life |

now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
e. “ (Galatians 2:20)

With this new life transforming us, we are filled with desire to follow God and live for

him.

But, in reality, things don't go the way we want.

| used to live in US.

| got saved in the bible study group at my friend’s house in 1981.

| was excited about my new faith. Went to church, read the Bible, spoke to friends

about Jesus, just wanting to do God'’s will.
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But after a while, | returned to self-centered life, not going to church anymore, grieving
God.

| was set free, but | lost that freedom.

Are you familiar with “WWJD"?

Wearing a bracelet with this design was a thing to do among young Christians in 1990s.

It's an acronym for “What Would Jesus Do?”

Wearing the bracelet would remind you in times of temptation or decision makings.

To do God's will, not our own.
We ask that same question. What would Jesus Do ?
You don't need a bracelet.

God's will is written in the Bible, and we have the Holy Spirit who guides our paths.

“.--where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” (2 Corinthians 3:17b)

The Spirit of Jesus lives within those who have been saved.

The life guided by the Spirit is a liberated one, because all the bondages have been
broken.

John 8:36 says, “So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

Also the Bible encourages us that,
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves
be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.” (Galatians 5:1)

When we admit our sins and accept Jesus Christ as our Savior, not only our sins are
forgiven, but set free from the bondage of sins. And it allows us to live a liberated life

full of love and hope.
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Jesus who is free from everything is the one who can set us free.

There are many temptations and challenges in our faith walk.
We want to follow and fulfill God’s will for our lives.

But our pride from self-centeredness would prohibit us from doing God's will.

Jesus was lifted high because he humbled himself by denying himself to obey God'’s
will.

Verse 11 says “and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,to the glory of
God the Father”

Will you acknowledge that Jesus is your Lord?

To say, “he is my master, and | am his servant™?

How can we be truly free like Jesus is?

We need to empty ourselves.

What are the things that has control of your life?

Your ways, or God's way?

Let us pour our hearts out before God, bow down and pray.

He will fill our empty hearts with what is his, and tells us
“.--you are precious and honored in my sight, and---I love you" (Isaiah 43:4)

Let us pray
“Father God, thank you for sending your son Jesus to us.

Thank you for giving us new life and how you set us free from bondage.

We want to bring you joy as your servants.

We will empty ourselves, so that you can fill us.
Grant us your freedom.

In name of Jesus we pray,

Amen.



