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Hallelujah!

Another year is coming to an end, and we look toward the new year.
What do we need to be doing now?

Firstly, to offer thanksgiving for the past year.

Secondly, to have hope for the new year.

What was the past year like for you?

The last two years have been quite challenging due to covid-19.

It feels like many things were taken away from us.

|II

The phrase like “new normal” requires us to adapt to new way of thinking which could be

uncomfortable sometimes.

But our God knows what we need the most.
He knows us thoroughly and gives us his best.

For 2021, Japan Salvation Army had observed the theme of “Set Apart and Be Ready”.

During covid, it did seem like we were being set apart, being purified for transformation.

So that we can be holy and made beautiful.

Let us look at Psalm 30.

A psalm. A song. For the dedication of the temple.Title: Or palace Of David.

11 will exalt you, Lord, for you lifted me out of the depths and did not let my enemies gloat
over me.

2 Lord my God, | called to you for help, and you healed me.

In a way, covid 19 made us feel like we were attacked by the enemy.

In our fear, we cried out to God.
And God lifted us from the depth.
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5 For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime;

weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.

There were moments when | questioned if a new day would come during this uncertain
season.

But we were able to face new mornings, day after day.

6 When | felt secure, | said, “l will never be shaken.”

7 Lord, when you favored me, you made my royal mountain stand firm; but when you hid
your face, | was dismayed.
We call out to God in difficulties, but when things are going well, we have tendencies to turn

our face from God and think of ourselves first.

8To you, Lord, | called; to the Lord | cried for mercy:

9“What is gained if | am silenced, if | go down to the pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it
proclaim your faithfulness?

How much have we called out to God, like in verse 10,

10 Hear, Lord, and be merciful to me; Lord, be my help.”

1 1 You turned my wailing into dancing ;5 you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with
joy,

Our normal changed suddenly with many restrictions placed upon us, making us realize how
much blessings we had been receiving

| believe it has helped us to appreciate each blessing with new perspective.

Our worshipis one of them. With physical meetings cancelled and shifting to online, it made

me realize what a blessing it is to be able to worship and pray with others in person.

12that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent. Lord my God, | will praise you forever.

We don't yet see the end of it, with new variant spreading now.
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But even in the midst of that, let us offer our praise and thanksgiving to God who gives us

new mornings.

For 2022, Japan Salvation Army will serve under the new theme, “The God Who Rescues”.

In Matthew Chapter 14, there is a story of Jesus saving Peter from drowning after walking on
the water.

14:30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save
me!” 31Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him.

In midst of pandemic, we may feel like we are drowning just like Peter.

But when we cry out, Jesus is there, reaching out to catch us. Immediately.

We are concerned about the spread of new variant in a new year but let us trust God who
reaches out and catches us when we cry out to him. He has hold on us even before we cry

out to him

| pray for God’s blessing so that your new year be filled with God’s grace.



