Sermon Christmas Sunday Why the Shepherds?

Good morning and I’'m so happy to be with you today in Koto and across the Japan
Territory today, on this Christmas Sunday morning!

| pray that you have your scripture with you either in book form or in an electronic
version and that you’ll follow along as we look into Luke chapter 2, beginning with
verse eight.

We want to talk about the shepherds today and one of the things | want to say to

start is that the shepherds were amazing participants at the time of the birth of Jesus.

Here are these shepherds — out in the field in pitch darkness and all of a sudden,
scripture says that a great light shone from nowhere angels appear

and all of a sudden everything that was dark turns bright white, and the angels say to
the shepherds the thing that | would want them to say to me in such a stark contrast
... they knew the shepherds well enough to know they would be scared to death.

For this reason the angel begins the message by saying, “Do not be afraid,”

You see, the beautiful thing for us is that God knows us so well because He created
us, He knows our greatest fear.

He comes to us at the point of that greatest fear and assures us that He is aware of
our fear and He can deal with our fear.

The first things he says is,

“Do not be afraid, | bring Good tidings of great joy which will be for all the people.

That includes you and me even in 2021.
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“Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you — He is Christ the Lord.

The next phrase just kind of makes me laugh.

Here this bright light has just appeared, Angels are everywhere,

the sheep and the shepherds and everyone in the area realizes something has
changed in an instant.

Yet the angels continues by saying, “And this will be a signtoyou...“

I think if | were the shepherds | might be tempted to say,
“I think this light show which just happened was sign enough.
You certainly were successful in getting our attention.

These lights were sign enough, we’re listening!”

The angels says, “You’ll find the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a
manger.”

Not where you might expect a baby to be born — a feeding trough of animals—in a
manger.

That’s where you’ll find this baby.

And then in a great cloud of witnesses appeared with the Angels singing,

Glory to God in the Highest and on peace to men on whom his favor rests.

The message came to the shepherds, perhaps because the shepherds were always on
the move, never in one place very long.

In today’s culture you might see something like this live on International Television ...
but those resources weren’t available in that day.

In that day God decided to give this message to the Shepherds because everyone
envisioned them to be unimportant —

but God said to them, “you’re important to me.”
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No matter where we may be in society, God says, “you’re important to me —I created
you - | made you just the way you are.”

God said | will give this message to the shepherds.

But these weren’t just any shepherds, but history tells us these were the shepherds
keeping the flock just outside Bethlehem in preparation for these sheep to be used as
sacrificial lambs, not for the forgiveness of sins as is referenced in Hebrews, but to
serve as a reminder of our sins.

And so these wee lambs that were going to be used as lambs for sacrifice.

What a beautiful connection for the shepherds that heard this message for the first
time of Jesus birth.

And then the angel said you'll find the Babe in a manger.

There was no direction to go and find the baby, but soon after it became dark again
the response from the shepherds was to go seek and find this baby that had been
born.

Isn’t it interesting. When we hear of the story of the savior our natural tendency is to
go to him. Itis to find him.

It is to seek Him out and when they went to find the baby, they found Him exactly as
the angel had said.

Not only was it just as the angel had said — it was just exactly as prophesy in the Old

Testament had claimed.

| want to encourage you today that the message for the Shepherds is the same
message that God has for us today.

What | have promised in my word was true for the shepherds and its just as true for
you and me.

Promises that were made by Jesus, prophesies from the Old Testament have a way of

always coming true.
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Those prophecies have been proven to be true.
When Jesus promises you that He’ll never leave you or forsake you — it is true. He will

never disregard you.

My encouragement for you today on this advent Sunday is that He know you so well,
he knows your fear.
When we follow Him He knows exactly what’s going to happen He is there for you

and he’s there for me — He is present with us, God with us.

| want to encourage you today, God knows right where we are.

The shepherds were right where God called them, doing just as they were called to
do.

No special thing for them, just the day to day.

The Angel came to them on what seemed to be an ordinary day.

But they were faithful and God recognized their faithfulness.

Its my prayer today that God would recognize your faithfulness today.

That you would realize He has a plan for you, He has every step mapped out for you.
And God intends for us to look into his word and to learn from his promises.

Just as sure as that Baby Jesus was exactly where He told the shepherds He would be,
in the same situation, God knows where we should be.

He calls us to dig into his word and gain direction from Him because he loves us so

much He would never steer us in the wrong direction.

| pray that you trust that God is the Savior of the world.
| pray that you read His word to understand Him better.
If you’re new to the gospel of Jesus, get someone to give you a Bible and learn about

Him.
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| would ask that as around the territory today we end these thoughts on the DYARAICHNONZGI—FAZE LT, FEHVDZEBZRIMECLELL,
shepherd by singing the Christmas Chorus:

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him AFPET HEFTP

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. AFPET EFTD

For He alone is worthy, for He alone is worthy HnHondlE ZEEDH

For He alone is worthy, Christ the Lord. hbhiHondle LEEDH

Let’s pray together fDFELLD

Our Father, we are grateful for your word this morning. Rigdetk,. pEEETRBILET,

We're grateful for the difference it has made and continues to make among HEEDAN DU EA TSP RBLET,
Christians in Japan.

We pray that your word would make a difference in every life in the sound of my COXvE—IZEMEAIC. #EED IMMEHNET LIS,
voice.

Help us to understand your word — you have as direct information for us as for the EINBRINFLBICE NI A —IFEBMBETEET LIS,
shepherds.

| pray for the Japan Territory of The Salvation Army. BAROHHEZREZFT,

We need leaders and committed Christians. J—H—, EELEDIAF v OB ETT,

We need people to come to you and acknowledge you as their Savior and to HRIENMNETHIEEBL. HLENGAUWULSREEELEEFELEMERT ANDE
experience the freshness and newness of a life lived with you. T,

| pray your blessing on the Japan Territory today. BADOMHEEZHREL TS,

May you reach through this screen and touch those who need a touch from you HIBIZERH TS ANEBIC, EINBHRBIAEN TTZENFET LIS,
today.

We'll spend time in your word. May it make a difference for us today. HEEDAICIH>TIALEBEENEZ TS,

For its in your name we pray. AT AR A ICEHTHNET,

God bless you each one. Merry Christmas! BEZHFOLET  AU—DYATA !



