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With Those Whom We Do not Feel Compassion For
The Salvation Army’s Social Welfare Ministry
John 4:6-30

It is good to be with you today.
But it’s little sad not knowing where you are or how you are doing.

These days, being able to communicate online is very convenient.

We have more meetings online due to covid.
Seems like we get to know each other in virtual reality.

| recently had an interesting experience.
I had been meeting with this College professor for number of times.

Yet when he came to the Salvation Army gathering in September,
we did not recognize each other at all.

Online, we had no idea what the other person’s physique would be like.

Or we didn’t know the air about each other.
It took a little while for us to recognize and exchange greetings.

Somethings do not communicate unless you meet in person.

Would it be different with someone | had met before?

Then | realized,

How much do | really know about the person even if | see them every day?

There was some miscommunication between my wife and | regarding a pen stand.
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| like to write with the pencil, so after use, | always put them in the front of the
stand.

Hoping that it will be there the next time | need it.

My wife uses a pen, so she puts the pen in front.

| just found this out the other day.
| told her how the pencils get lost in the pen stand,

Her reply was she didn’t know that | use them, so she was putting them in the
back.

Though we have been together for almost 30 years, there are still things that we
misunderstand.

It is not easy to get to know a person.

In the Children’s Home that | serve, | am learning much about the social welfare
work.

It is a hands-on social ministry that is taking place.

There is some miscommunication with people that you know well.

We fail to understand about the children from complicated background.

| do wonder what Jesus would do.

We see from Jesus’ encounter with the woman by the well that he is a master at
what we would call effective social work.
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It's John 4:6-7

“Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by
the well. It was about noon. When a dou came to draw water, Jesus said to
her, “Will you give me a drink?”

The well must have been a place of socializing for the women.

This woman comes at noon.
Itis just Jesus and this woman, no others.

Jews had no association with the Samaritans, so she was puzzled by Jesus.

Jesus knew her fundamental need and says,

V10 “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would
have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

V13 “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again,

V14but whoever drinks the water | give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water |
give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

Jesus knew immediately how she is wanting water that would lead to eternal life.

She replies, “Sir, give me this water so that | won’t get thirsty and have to keep
coming here to draw water.”

Jesus, the Son of God knew about her.

Knew about her fundamental struggle.

Why she doesn’t come to the well in the morning becomes clear.

Jesus asks for her husband, and she replies she doesn’t have one.

Jesus replies, how she is right in saying so — though she had five husbands, the
man she is with is not a husband.
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Jesus knew immediately about her context.
We cannot do that like Jesus, identifying the needs or the background.

But in trying to come along side, we try to communicate and pray for the hurting
individuals.

Transformation comes to this woman when she received the water from Jesus.

She who had avoided people is now going to town and telling about Jesus.

She is not afraid of people’s criticism.

We want to be sensitive to the need of each person.

We pray and act hoping that they will encounter Jesus.

Second Sunday of November is the Social Welfare Sunday in the Salvation Army.

The story of the woman is not limited to the Social Welfare Department.

Jesus understood her need, and she trusted Jesus with her life.

It involves all units of the Salvation Army’s work and the lives of all Salvationists.

It is beyond Social Welfare Department.

William Booth, the founder of The Salvation Army had said,

“While women weep, as they do now, I'll fight

While little children go hungry, as they do now, I'll fight
While men go to prison, in and out, in and out, as they do now, I'll fight



WHE 2% > T W B IR Y . HEHICEN R Kb BV BR Y |
HONEZ TR V— ANDOBERLFTHIR->TWBR L, FAITEK S,
T T X ICERICES T ||

b0 A X-FYURPEFYRXPIT
20T,
7o, bLZOLWICE 720682 B57-TL & 95 2%
5ARDBZNT, SELLTWAIDIIRTIEAVALE WS DTT,
RIETH FEDICEGZ 0T AR s vt 3,
FEDWEFAE v v —2FEondbE T BloxFibicxdsy vty
— oz it b LiFHA,
F L OELGHIEt Yy F—F— L= I IEIRD LI CEIrNTHE T,
BlaeBE 57200 ClIFEIIERL A,
JERfE T ETEDICIREBDO B 7272 K 2 L) B S

S5 T2 EDORITDONT

‘(“—;—O
EffLTwa taonTiilgroifiEshd & ttarofliZiL TLE
WET

FONIFBEILZF HIBDO AL X ADEIPVWFEEE LT F I,

BOEHFLFEbOMEMo7ZC LIIFENE L TRAY XA,
Lo, ZNEZNDOULTHDEEZ 2HENDHY £,

ANEZZIE R TNE e b itk LT, FfECE 2 WEF e LAz b i,
ZDONDEFFHICIR o TEZBZENRTELTL & I D

At ZEL X5z &L v &TF,
LarL, A ZZKRIZZDOLEDE > TV B L&A, SEoRICHEKINE L7,

B2 0 B ARIERES o 28Ry, AV T L - 7—2 385
72X B ALZITVO LA DE D IV DTT,

While there is a drunkard left, While there is a poor lost girl upon the streets,
While there remains one dark soul without the light of God, I'll fight
-I'll fight to the very end!”

Let each of us think about this woman who encountered Jesus.
How would we react to her?

She had five husbands, and the one she is with is not.

Recently, parents were arrested for killing their child by abuse.
People have compassion for the child, but unlikely for the parents.
Child Abuse Prevention Center shares this statement.

Accusing the parents do not solve the issue.

Both parents and children need the support.

Suspicion makes them alienated from the society.

Those families need support of your community.

It doesn’t excuse the abuse and killing.

But we need to think about their context.

Are we able to think for a woman who feels she must avoid people?

It is not easy to think from their perspective.

Those who William Booth mentioned about are around us today.
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May we have eyes of Jesus, to engage with those around us.
Let us pray

Father in Heaven,

The woman Jesus met

Is not someone we would feel compassion for.

But Jesus understood her pain and offered eternal life.

We give you thanks.
We meet many people with different backgrounds.
Those who struggle with their sins, you reach out to them with your saving hand.

We give you thanks.
Help us to be compassionate with those people and use us for your ministry.

Someone who watches this video may be struggling now.
May the love of Jesus would reach their hearts.
Strengthen us and use us for your glory.

We pray this in Jesus’ name.



