Christ is Hope and Hope is Christ
Mark 16:1-6

Hello, My name is Nigel.
| can’t believe it has been 16 months already since we left Japan.

Today’s reading is from Mark 16:1-6

This is one of my Dad’s paintings — at first look you are probably trying to work
out what the painting is about.
It is called “Pandora — the stone is rolled away” — so what does it mean?

Pandora's box is a part of Greek mythology connected with the myth

of Pandora in Hesiod's poem called ‘Works and Days’.

The container mentioned in the original story was actually a large storage jar,
but the word was later mistranslated as ‘box’.

Pandora opened a jar left in her husband’s care and the jar contained sickness,
death and many other unspecified evils which were then released into the
world.

Though she quickly closed the container to try and stop the things coming out of

the jar, the only thing she stopped was ‘hope’.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_mythology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pandora
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hesiod
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Works_and_Days

Many scholars wonder why ‘Hope’ would be in a jar full of evil.

Some scholars take the view that "Hope seems to be a blessing withheld from
people so that their life should be more dreary and depressing."

Some have argued that the jar acts as a prison for Hope, withholding it from the
human race.

Essentially, all the evils in the world were scattered from Pandora's jar, while
the one potentially mitigating force, hope, remains locked securely inside.
Another interpretation understands the myth to say: countless evils fled
Pandora's jar and torment human existence;

the hope that humanity might be able to master these evils remains imprisoned
inside the jar.

Life is not hopeless, but human beings are hopelessly human.

The stone was rolled away

My Dad in his painting joins the myth of Pandora that existed in the minds of the
ancient Greeks with the historical fact of the life and resurrection of the
Messiah, the Christ.

We know that the evil in humanity put Christ to death and then his body was put
in a tomb and a large stone was rolled across the entrance to the tomb,

plus a guard was placed at the tomb to make sure the body stayed in the tomb
— a bit like a lid being placed on a jar or box.

A lid to keep the Christ in.
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Two men walking along a road, having a chat but they were not happy.
Then a third man joins them as they walk and asks what they are talking about.
They say that another man had been put to death, and they had hoped this man
was the one who would save them, but it is three days since the death.
And now his body was missing, and some people are saying that the dead man

is actually alive again.

Jesus Christ is the man who was put to death and the first two men didn’t know
it was the risen Christ they were talking to.

We know that on the third day the stone was rolled away, and Christ is alive.
We read in Mark 16:1-6 that the women went to the tomb where the body of
Jesus was placed

but they realised they wouldn’t be able to move the stone from the entrance.
However, when they arrived at the tomb the stone had already been rolled
away.

The ‘lid’ was off and the hope that is in Christ has entered the world.

In my Dad’s mind he has expressed ‘hope’ as the Christ being released from
the tomb and entering the world—

so what the painting depicts is the entrance to the tomb

with the stone rolled away,

and light and colour streaming out.

The light and colour being the hope that comes to us all only through the

resurrected Christ.
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The stone had been rolled away.

Christ is hope and hope is Christ.

We can’t master evil by ourselves but as the Apostle Paul wrote to the church at
Philippi

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13) which
is true for us all.

Because in the hope Christ brings, we can have a life that is not dreary or
depressing,

hope is no longer withheld from the human race and the evils in the world can
be overcome.

Hope has finally entered the world in the form of Christ

and through this Christ the “human beings (who) are hopelessly human” are

given new life in Christ.

And it is this hope that we need to tell everyone about.

The Mum struggling to bring up her children as her husband has died or left her,
needs hope.

The young girl physically and sexually assaulted just because she is a girl,
needs hope.

The young man forced to work long hours at work and is tired and stressed,
needs hope

The man who is living on the street because he has nowhere else to go, needs
hope.

HlrEFoenE L,

FURAMIHLETT, HLEIFFIVRPTT,
FA7=2HIZETTEICONLTZ Z LI TETRAD, BEDOSEEIIEETT,
(DL EBDTLEIBZHOBET, bLITZTXTAfgETT, | (7
40v4:13),
FUVARMCXoT, FAb D ANESFHICH-E N T T,

FNICE > TCZOMOIEICH bOZ BT F9,

FUVRMRZHELCT, ZoHICHFERG2ZONT LT,

REOH 2 A B, FVRAMNCHBFL MRS 2 0NE LT,
COFREREATHEEL LI,

— NTCTHHEBFC T3 BRI A,

ERFICE O VWT VB RDF,

RIEETE T, Y- w2 EE

TG 7 K B L CTAE L T 3 B



The farmer who is struggling because of continuous droughts or floods
destroying their crops, needs hope.

Or to quote William Booth

“While women weep, as they do now, I'll fight;

While little children go hungry, as they do now, I'll fight;

While men go to prison, in and out, in and out, as they do now, I'll fight;
While there is a drunkard left,

While there is a poor lost girl upon the streets,

While there remains one dark soul without the light of God,

I'll fight — I'll fight to the very end!”

And God calls us all today to be His messengers of the light of God - His
messengers of hope - D7 L DHH

Not enough to just give them food or shelter — they need the light of God, they
need hope, the hope that only Christ can bring.

Christ is hope and hope is Christ ¥ U 2 F i3 HE T3, HEXF IV R T,
May we hear God’s call to be people who bring hope,

may we embrace God’s call to be people who will bring hope,

and may we share God’s hope to those around us.
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