Good morning. This is Colonel Stephen Morris and it is my privilege to greet
you this morning in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

Today is a very special day across the Japan Territory as today we focus our
attention on the Calling which Christ lays on our hearts.

| realize that we are not all called to Officership, but as Christians we are all
called to ministry and today | want us to focus our attention on God’s calling on
our lives.

| want to share from Mark, Chapter 1 and also want to ask some questions for
you to consider today and throughout the coming week.

As a fourth generation Salvationist | am proud of my Salvation Army heritage,
but really did not want to be a Salvation Army Officer.

As a young man | was convinced that God could use me better in other ways
rather than serving as a Salvation Army Officer.

| was saved as a teenager and began to build my own plan for my life which |
hoped would be God’s plan as well.

As | matured spiritually | reached a point when | realized that | wanted to follow
God regardless of what | did professionally with my life.

When | entered a relationship with Jesus which called me to a life of holiness |
remember deciding that from that point on, if God made it clear for me what
his desire was for me and it was different then what | had planned | would
always follow His plan for my life.

It was a few years later that God made it clear to me that He was calling me to
serve as an Officer/ Minister for Him and although | was shocked, | felt like | had
made the decision to follow His leading in my life years before.

Only years later can | look back and realize how God had my life in His hands
every step of the way.

And now | thank God that | followed Him when His leading became clear for me.

As we look into Mark chapter 1, we find that Jesus recruited and called his
initial disciples because He saw in them the four attributes He looks for in all of
His followers.

| want you to listen to these four traits and ask yourself if you have what God
might need to serve as a Salvation Army Officer.
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Jesus was looking for men that would respond to the call of salvation. (vv. 14,
15)

As good Jewish leaders these men were aware that a Messiah would eventually
be coming, but as fisherman, they would have had no reason to believe they
would be a part of the kingdom building.

I think it is key to notice, all of those disciples he accepted, not one of them
were religious leaders of that day.

You see, it was the religious leaders who were the most critical of Jesus, not
supportive.

They had come up from generation to generation where people didn’t dare
challenge their superiority.

But they were so religious and pious, there were of little use to Jesus earthly
ministry.

Oh that we not be just todays version of the Religious leaders of that day.

The religious leaders didn’t see the need for their own salvation — they didn’t
recognize their own sin.

The initial characteristic of a ministry follower of Jesus is the recognition of our
own sin and the need of a savior, who could only be Jesus Christ.

This is a requirement for every believer, and is essential for those called into
ministry as well.

Have you realized your own sin and come to realize that Jesus’ death and
resurrection is the only payment which can cancel our sins and allow us to lead
lives through the presence of His Holy Spirit?

No. 2 Jesus was looking for men that would obey His commands.

Their education didn’t qualify them. Their intellect didn’t impress Him. Their
knowledge of any particular subject never got Jesus’ attention.

He was simply looking for men who could see and experience the power of
Jesus and follow His commands for them.

Remember, Jesus was a carpenter who was recruiting fisherman by saying | will
make you fishers of men.

He’s taking them for the skills they had but for His purposes those skills would
serve as only a backdrop of their lifelong ministry.

They understood the process of fishing yet had no idea how Jesus would train
them differently.

Remember when Jesus asked how the fishing was going and it wasn’t going well
and he instructed them to put the nets out on the other side of the boat?
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It wasn’t the skill of fishing that they lacked, but Jesus already knew where the
fish were to be caught.

And in much the same way, whatever skills you have already developed through
a professional career or through education or ministry . . . all of that will be
utilized for His Kindgom.

But even if you haven’t had those experiences, Jesus will equip you if He has
called you.

He will prepare you for you to be effective in His ministry.

No3 Jesus was looking for men who would follow wherever He led. (v. 18)
Come Jesus said, follow me. At once they left their nets and followed him.
They eventually followed Jesus for much of his 3 years of ministry here on
earth.

But | believe part of this requirement of being willing to follow was to ensure
that they would remain with him even after His death and resurrection.

For it was only after that that His Holy Spirit came upon his disciples

and it was necessary for them to be present, where Jesus had instructed them
to be in order to experience the continuation of Jesus ministry through the Holy
Spirit.

They followed him across the countryside, to the cross and remained as His
ministry to others until the end of their lives.

I may be old school, but this is why | don’t believe we are called into ministry for
a time, but for a lifetime.

Once my calling is to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ so as many as possible
can be saved and spend eternity with the Savior . . . what other calling could
ever be more important or lasting that that?

God has intended that we each one are engaged in His Kingdom Building
ministry for our lifetimes, Itis THAT IMPORTANT.

And finally, fourth, Jesus was looking for men who were willing to put Him first.
(vv. 19, 20)

| find in ministry, often when God is calling his children to something specific,
like officership,

these four are agreeable to most, but this last one is the one which seems most
challenging. | want to help you with this one today.
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| believe there are no accidents in Scripture and even the way the scriptures
have been arranged for our reading are important to me.

| don’t believe it was an accident that this passage we are reviewing today
comes immediately after the ministry of John The Baptist.

He served as the very best example of one who intentionally put himself, his
needs, his desires after that of Jesus Christ.

He had quite a following of believers and disciples and often they would ask if
he were the Isaiah or if he were the messiah.

If anyone were to have the right to be selfish in his ministry and keep it going it
would have been John the Baptist.

But he understood that he served only as the one who prepares the way for
the messiah. Verse 7 makes that clear:

“And this was his message: After me will come one more powerful than |, the
thongs of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie.
| baptize you with water but He will baptize you with The Holy Spirit.”

Somehow, the biggest threat to Satan is an effective follower of Christ.

And often, Satan works hard to convince us that Our way, our plan, is equal or
better than God’s plan for us.

We can justify our own preferences over what God is calling us to do only if we
believe either that we know better than God, or His calling must be false.

We are incapable of solving our own sin problem, only Jesus made a way for our
sins to be forgiven.

And in very much the same way, God makes it clear that His way is perfectly
planned for our own good.

Jeremiah 29:11

For | know the plans | have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call upon me and come and
pray to me and | will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek
me with all your heart.
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Now, let me close with this. God has a plan and a purpose for The Salvation
Army in Japan just as He has a plan for you.

However, if God has specifically called you to serve in The Salvation Army, and
you decide to go your own way, The Salvation Army and our ministry will be less
effective without you than with you.

God’s plan to call allows Him to impact the lives of those closes to you and
when we go our own way He has to work out something which wasn’t the
original plan for us.

And lastly, the future of The Salvation Army rests with you.

Soldiers, officers, Junior Soldiers, bandsmen, pianists.

Surely the uniqueness of The Salvation Army is a valuable opportunity for God’s
will to be fulfilled in Japan.

If you have sense God'’s calling on your life before or perhaps today for the first
time, be in touch with your officer to discuss the specifics of how to follow
God’s perfect plan for you.

And we will be sure to help you find the way to fulfill God’s calling in your life

| pray for the Salvation Army in Japan today.

| pray for each person hearing my voice through translation.

| pray that if God has called you to officership or anything of ministry specific
that you would have a heart that is open to God’s leading

and you would today confess that and share with your officers or someone you
trust.

God has placed a calling on my life | need to be preparing for that calling.

And we will be supportive in praying for you and bringing together the pieces
necessary for you to fulfill God’s calling for your life.

Let me pray for you today.

Our Heavenly Father, as | have this map of Japan behind me,

it serves as a reminder of your calling on the people of Japan

And the impact that those have gone before us have made for the Japanese
people.

We thank you for Yamamuro, and many others that come through history we
thank you for the impact that they had because they had been willing to answer
your call and to be officers and soldiers and evangelist for you and for the
Japanese people.
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We pray, Holy Spirit, you would be working in the lives of all across the country
that you might specifically call people into the ministry of the Salvation Army as
local officers, as envoys and as officers.

Because we believe the purpose of the Salvation Army has yet to be fulfilled in
Japan

We pray this believing. For it is in your name we pray, Amen

| have been reading this book by Gunpei Yamamuro and | am so glad that he
answered the call to become saved and to serve his life for others, his
countrymen so that you and | could come to know Jesus personally.

Who is the next, for the next generation to serve as an Officers of the Salvation
Army

| am praying for you

We love you, and we look forward to seeing you soon.

God bless you.
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