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Let’s talk about three modes of love

| think that quite a few moments | feel if I’'m too exhausted to love others. It would be
nice if love overflow from my heart like a hot spring near mount Fuji. But sometimes |

feel as if my heart is clogged.

" A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you must love

one another." John 13:34

Love someone, just as Jesus loves me.

Love someone, just as | love Jesus.

There is a difference between "Jesus loves me" and "l love Jesus", but | think when we

have both of them for others, then the love will be completed.

So how do we love others? How much should we love others? That question is exactly
answered at 1 Corinthians chapter 13, the chapter of love.

"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails." 1 Corinthians 13:4-8

The love defined here is so sublime that | personally think it portrays the character of
Jesus Christ.

Because if you don't think that way, you can't bear it. For | know that | am absolutely

lacking in such a sublime element of love.

That's why | always replace love with Jesus to read it. It looks like this.

"Jesus is patient, Jesus is kind. Jesus does not envy, he does not boast, he is not proud.
Jesus does not dishonor others, he is not self-seeking, he is not easily angered, he keeps
no record of wrongs. Jesus does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. Jesus

always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Jesus never fails."



But I don't thinkit's a good idea to do whatever you want and leave all serious businesses
only to Jesus. If we do so, that’s a disaster.

So, very occasionally, | try to use savage courage to apply myself to the chapter of love
and read it, like this.

"I am patient, | am kind. | do not envy, | do not boast, | am not proud. | do not dishonor
others, | am not self-seeking, | am not easily angered, | keep no record of wrongs. | do
not delight in evil but rejoice with the truth. | always protect, always trust, always hope,

always persevere. | never fail if I’'m in union with Jesus."

It's getting scarier after reading this and even being embarrassed, isn’t it? | have a
100% conviction that If I‘'m objectively evaluated by the people around me using this
scale, | will be lost.

Therefore, | have no choice but to repent every day on what | can’t do and what | couldn’t

do. And we have no choice but look up at crucified and resurrected Jesus our savior.

As a Christian, | consider myself for millions of times that it is impossible to love someone
without getting an aid from Jesus. Unless Jesus fills my heart with his love, | can’t love
others. So, | have no choice but to pray to Jesus to seek his love. It means we need to
pray this again and again and again on daily basis, or hourly basis, or every eye blinking

moment.

But just praying doesn't start anything. After praying, you have no choice but to stand
up, open the door, get out of the room, go to where "someone" is, use your courage,
and carry out the love, even if you are afraid to fail it. Because if you don't love, love

won't start at all.

Love someone, just as Jesus loves me.

Love someone, just as | love Jesus.

Let us pray today, that we may go to someone to carry out the love. If we don't, love

won't start.



