Mary, the Mother of Jesus, Favored and Faithful

For this Women's Sunday, | thought about going back to “the original woman,” Eve,
who was created by God to be a helper to Adam, mother to Cain and Abel and the
mother of humanity.

But, lately, I've been studying in the book of Matthew and decided to take a deeper
dive into the live of Mary,

the one who carried the Son of God in her womb and provided for us the chance to
not just live,but spiritually thrive through a relationship with Jesus Christ.

| remember the day Steve asked me to marry him. It was Christmas morning 1988
and we had been dating on and off for five years so | was rather hopeful, but never
imagined that we would get engaged in front of my whole family.

There was a huge box under the tree with my name on it so | was eager to see what
might be inside.

As | unwrapped the box, | found another one inside, and another one after that until
| got to a very small velvet box that | was sure must be earrings or a necklace.
Imagine my surprise when | opened it and found a beautiful, sparkly diamond ring!
I'm not often speechless, but in that moment, my mother had to say, “Isn’t there a
question that goes along with such a gift?”

To which, Steve responded by getting down on one knee and asking me to marry
him!

Of course, | said, “yes,” and couldn’t wait to get to the corps that morning to share
the news with all my friends!

Mary and Joseph's engagement story took on a whole different look and began the
adventure of a lifetime for them and, eventually, for us, too.

In those days, couples were engaged to one another at a very young age most likely
to assure plenty of time to have children.

Mary was probably around 12 or 13 and Joseph a few years older than her with
enough time to have started working to provide for his young wife.

Of course, since they came from faithful Jewish families, it was expected that Mary
would enter this marriage as a virgin.

In fact, there would be great embarrassment or humiliation if pregnancy took place
before the wedding and the consequences would be harsh, both physically and
emotionally.
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So, when the Angel Gabriel visited Mary and told her that she had found favor with
God and would conceive and give birth to a son named Jesus, it's not surprising that
she was “confused and disturbed.”

She asked all the right questions, the Angel answered them completely and then
she simply accepted God'’s plan and said, “| am the Lord’s servant, may everything
you have said about me come true.”

| imagine that felt like the easy part when she realized she would now have to tell
Joseph about these strange circumstances.

He was a good man, but surely even he would not tolerate this crazy plan.

[t wasn't until he, too, was visited by an angel who assured him that what Mary
shared was true and that they would have the privilege of raising the Messiah.

You know the rest of the story.

Jesus was born in Bethlehem. The angels sang. The shepherds visited. The wise
men brought gifts.

Mary and Joseph dedicated Jesus in the Temple. He grew up. His earthly ministry
began publicly at the Wedding at Cana.

He developed a following of believers which included his 12 disciples.

He was arrested, crucified, buried, resurrected, and now sits at the right hand of the
Father, defending us every step of the way.

So, what do we learn from Mary in all of this? And, how does it apply to our lives
today?

1. Mary knew God's Word, particularly the Old Testament prophecies, so she
understood the Angel's words when he shared Jesus’ birth plan with her.

Later in the story, while visiting her cousin, Elizabeth, she gave praise to the Lord
with words taken right from scripture.

She couldn’t have done that without having listened to the lessons of her youth and
applying them to her heart.

We need to study God’'s word so we can learn how we should live.

We need to know about the people of the Bible, their experiences can be an
inspiration to us as we navigate difficult relationships and challenges.

And, when we remain in His Word, we experience a deeper relationship with Him
through the supernatural power of the Holy Spirit.
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2 Mary was willing to be used by God.

I'd like to think | would have responded as quickly as Mary, but I'm not so sure!
The truth is, if your initial reaction to God'’s plan for your life is fear or concern,
you're in good company.

Not only was Mary initially “disturbed” when the angel visited, there were others
throughout scripture who were unsettled with the plan for their lives.

Moses was concerned about his inability to speak clearly.

Jeremiah thought he was too young.

David didn't think he was worthy,

Jonah was so scared, he ran away, and we know that didn’t end well!

Mary didn't have all the information, but she trusted that God did!

We must be willing to submit to God's will no matter how it might change the path
we thought our lives were taking.

3. Mary had faith in Jesus and turned to Him when she had a problem to be solved.
In the story about the wedding at Cana, found in John 2:1-11, they had run out of
wine and Mary took the problem to her son.

His response seemed strange to her, but although she didn't understand what Jesus
was going to do, she trusted him to do what was right.

She told the servants, “Whatever He says to you, DO IT!" She recognized that her
job was to take her problems to Him and lead others to do the same.

Sometimes, we take our problems to everyone except Jesus and then we're
surprised when we don't get the right answers.

We must get in the habit of going to the source of wisdom and the One who knows
everything about us.

4 Mary was faithful to the end, living her life as a servant of the Lord.

She was quiet before the Lord and meditated on all He did in her life.

Twice we read that she “kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.” She
did so just after the Shepherd’s visit to the stable and then again after Jesus
disappeared from the family and was found teaching at the Temple.

She was aware of God’s leading as she tried to be a good mother, a faithful wife,
and a student of His teaching.

We, too, should enjoy the intimacy of our relationship with the Lord. Not everything
has to be shared, some things should just deepen our faith in Him.

Her faith held strong to the very end. Mary saw her son die. She wept, yet her faith
grew, and she dedicated her life to Him.
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We see proof of this in Acts 1:13-14 where we find Mary in the upper room with the
disciples after Jesus ascended to heaven. There she was helping plan for the
creation of the Church.

She understood what Paul later referred to in Romans 12:1 as a living sacrifice, “the
kind He will find acceptable.”

So, the questions for today are simple.

Are you spending time in God's Word, getting to know Him intimately?

Are you willing to be used by God to do whatever He needs you to do?

Do you turn to Jesus immediately when you have a need?

Is your faith growing stronger even as the world around us seems to grow weaker?

Consider those questions as | close with Ephesians 3:16-21

| pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will empower you with inner
strength through his Spirit. Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you
trust in him. Your roots will grow down into God's love and keep you strong. And
may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how
long, how high, and how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ,
though it is too great to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all
the fullness of life and power that comes from God. Now all glory to God, who is
able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than
we might ask or think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all
generations forever and ever! Amen.
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