Greetings. What an absolute honor it is to share God’s word with you on this 126
Anniversary of The Salvation Army’s service to the people of Japan.

For over a century and a quarter The Salvation Army has served as a reflection of
God’s light into a darkened world.

Just as the Japanese Flag represents the land of the rising Sun,

those who have come before us have illuminated the one who serves all mankind as
our Redemption from sin and our Lord and Savior.

So, what does scripture have to say to us on such a significant occasion.

The scripture | am led to on this special occasion may seem odd to some,but for this
occasion | believe it to be appropriate.

You see, on such anniversaries as this it is as though we stand together on a
mountain peak and look down one valley which represents the past

and in looking in the other direction we investigate the future.

We stand at a point in time whereby too much attention to one and not the other

could limit our understanding of the past and dimmish the impact of the future.

In the Jewish tradition lineage is incredibly important to lend context to the
discussion.

In the Jewish tradition the Rabbi was educated and trained to be able to read the
Torah or Old Testament scrolls to their followers

and often portions of the text was then memorized and shared with other members
of the family.

It was the father of the family who was tasked with bringing home the Synagogue
lesson to his family.

And it was always important to be aware of your lineage in understanding where the
family came from.

After the closing of the Old Testament there was a period of 400 years of silence
during which God did not speak to the Israelite people.

Early in the Old Testament, God was regularly giving his people direction and
correction for their own good.

| have long been fascinated with Moses’ relationship with God, as countless chapters

throughout Exodus and Leviticus begin with “And the Lord said to Moses.”
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His people continued to disregard Him and often His direction, but He kept speaking.
But during the 400 years between the Old and New Testament, God was silent.

But what a wonderful reentry God makes with Matthews’ genealogy listed in
Matthew 1.

This gives the Jewish people and us a clear understanding that all the loyal God-
fearing leaders of the old testament were the lineage which led to Jesus.

Matthew begins with: “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David,
the son of Abraham.”

The list of the Jewish religious leaders includes the likes of Isaac and Jacob all the
way to King David.

From David to Solomon down to Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary of

who was born Jesus who is called the Christ.

Then, don’t miss this next verse, verse 17:

Therefore, there were fourteen generations in all from Abraham to David,
fourteen from David to Babylon,

and fourteen from the exile to the Christ.”

God is such a God of order that he recorded this genealogy to represent to the
Jewish nation as well as to the world that All those who came before were in
preparation for the coming of Christ.

This genealogy mattered then and it matters to us now.

To borrow this example,
we have not made it this far by ourselves, but there have been many who have gone

on before have paved the way for where The Salvation Army stands in the year 2021.

Paul says, in Ephesians 2:19-22,
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“Consequently, you are no longer foreigner and aliens, but fellow citizens with
God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple. In the Lord. And
in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by
His Spirit.”

The Salvation Army is blessed to have been affecting the Kingdom of God for the
past 126 years and we praise God for that foundation.

None of this has happened by accident, but God has brought about His people to
serve as His followers and leaders throughout Japan.

God has a passion for the Japanese people and He is clear in Scripture that it is God’s
intention that every human member of mankind come to know God as a personal
savior.

He chooses to allow us to have a part in His spiritual ministry and even to this day He
is bringing people into His saving Grace. | praise God for that.

We too stand on the shoulders of those who have come before us in Japan.

Influence of God’s leaders from Yamamuro to Hasegawa to Yoshida to Harita and

countless others God has blessed the genealogy of this Japan Territory.

We are allowed to stand here because of faithful and dedicated soldiers in Corps
across the country.

Faithful Sunday School teacher dedicated to teaching young children the Holy
Scriptures. And lives lived out by following the calling of God to be His children.

Even more than that . .. we each are honored to continue the long tradition which
has been handed down to our generation, directly from The son of Abraham, David
and our Savior Jesus Christ.

The encouragement for us today is:

Are we each bringing up our children, spiritual or physical, in a way which will allow
them to pass on this same spiritual ferver?

Are we investing our very lives for the growing of His Kingdom with more and more
of His creation bowing and acknowledging their son and daughter-ship as children of
the King.
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In all my life and in my continually growing Christian maturity, there is one identity
which defines my life.

It’s not that I’'m an officer;

it’s not who my parents may have been,

it’s not whatever small accomplishments | may have achieved.

My identity rests alone in having the privilege of serving as a Child of the King, Jesus
Christ.
Everything else about me ends when my life ends . . .

but | will continue to be a Child of the King forever.

Our legacy matters. Our influence matters on others for Christ.

We thank God today for those who have come before us who influences us to be
able to serve in The Salvation Army in Japan today.

But most of all, we thank Jesus for allowing us to be united with Him.

May all we do praise His name today.
May our lives serve as a reflection of His Holiness.
And may more and more of His children come do know Him daily as continued

evidence of His power and grace.

May God Bless The Salvation Army in Japan.
We join you in celebrate this milestone of 126 years.

May we continue to serve God until He returns to Earth to reign forever.

May God Bless each of you as you celebrate.

And in all we do, May His name be praised.
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