Olympics Message for Japan 08032021

Minasan! Konnichiwa kara fotokorinzu kororado! Ohisashiburi desu!

Masa-san to watashi wa nihon ga koishii.

Watashi wa modotte idoushitai!

| do miss Japan

| really miss hearing and speaking in Japanese, living there, | miss it dearly.

| hope you are doing well.

Anyway. | was asked to do a short message for y'alll

| wish | could do this in person, demo daijoubou desu.

As you all know, the Olympics are in full swing!

Many people, great athletes from each country have all travelled to Japan to
competing for a treasured prize- the gold medal!

Many of these athletes have been training for many, many, many years!

| have heard stories about children having dreams of being Olympians to get to the
Olympics!

Many sermons about the Olympics go into how the athletes go through strict
training.

Hour after hour; day after day; week after week; month after months; and years
after years, the athletes train and train hard.

This makes a good message, especially from the book of 1 Timothy 4:8 where the
NLT says,

“Physical training is good, but training for godliness is much better, promising
benefits in this life and in the life to come.”

Or from 2 Timothy 4:6-8,

“'As for me, my life has already been poured out as an offering to God. The time
of my death is near. | have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, and |
have remained faithful. And now the prize awaits me—the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the
prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.'
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These are excellent ways of using the Olympics to create wonderful messages of FV Uy Z72BLT, MBELEAMENI A vE—VEEZDDITHEED

hope and perseverance. LWy &L FE 8,

| want to approach this from a different point of view. S HITEIHENEE 2T EBnET,

Whenever | watch the Olympics, | see Olympians proud to represent their country. FV Uy 7B ELBIFIEORETHLZLEZHEVICLTHET,
During the medal presentation they see the flag lifting up and they hear their #H AT, BHOEOEEN B I, BRI NS &

national anthem.

The athletes they come to tears because they are proud of their country. BREELIIREAMLET, ZIUIESD @.75) DB T,

They are proud of wining that medal and seeing how their work has paid off. AFTNVEREG L2 &, IR EERATEZ

And they are proud of how their country has supported them. ZLTCE2ERNYR—FL T N=Z & %,E.E'\I/\

So when they hear the national anthem, when they see the flag raising they come E#k a2 &, EENEEINWAEIC. BEHS5IDHDTT,

to tears.

And they remember all the blood sweat and tears that went it getting to the EEEDMDIF, REmLEZnE BN EZ 3T TT,

Olympics.

They are proud to be the citizen of their country. HOOEOMRTHDLZ ENREL LWVWOTT,

| know that there are some athletes who are not proud of their country. Z O ROV ANTHEHITITNET,

Sometimes they defy their country. HOoOEZGBET DA%,

They don’t like the flag or national anthem, but that’s them. EfE S ER G FE TRV AL B ET,

| know that many more of them are proud to represent their country. L LELSDANF, EBORETHDZ EIZEY ZFF->TWET,
And they are humbled when they hear the national anthem. FEk A H < LR RN/ DD T,

And a few of them are Christians. ZDNNTT YV AT % LTI,

They give God, Jesus Christ all the glory. ZDNTEHBIFMHERIC R Z R L E T,

Are you a proud citizen? HRTIITROBORH D T2

America is not perfect, but | am still proud to be an American. SEEE/RET/K CTh, RAUET AV D ANELTED ZFf>TWET,
| can assume that you are proud to be Japanese, a Japanese citizen.. EEAUOBLHANE L TOBEY ZBFEELNEBWET,

If we are proud to be citizens of our countries, we should be even more proud to HLLZEITHDHeD, REOHREEINTWAZ &I, BIZEL LW &
be citizens of Heaven! <9,

When you become a Christian, you become a Citizen of Heaven! JVAF ¥ o EIIREOTRRERDZ ETT,

A Kingdom that is not even here in this world. A citizen of Heaven. WEDOEETIEHY A, REOHRTT,



That’s more important than being an American citizen, Japanese citizen or Israeli
citizen. It doesn’t matter.

Philippians 3:17-21 says,

‘Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you have
us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. For, as | have often told
you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as enemies of the
cross of Christ. Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their
glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in
heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by
the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform
our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.'

Paul states in a few verses before these in verses 13 & 14,

“Brothers and sisters, | do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one
thing | do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, | press on
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ
Jesus.”

God is calling you to press on.

He is calling you to Keep going! Don’t give up!

| can hear him in the back of my head, Keep straining toward what is ahead!
Keep on reading the Bible! Keep going to church!

Keep encouraging others! Keep fellowshipping with fellow believers.

Keep moving forward to our prize in Heaven.

A crown of life and an embrace by Jesus .

We get a crown of righteousness, a crown of life, and it is going to be placed on
our heads by Jesus Christ.

| also see when | get to heaven, that | am going to be embraced by Jesus Christ
He is going to give us the great big hug. Just like the story of the prodigal son.
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When the son is walking home after failing and life on his own, he walks home
humbling .

And his father, sees him in distance, he doesn’t just wait for him, he runs to him.
The father runs to the son. Picture that. When we return to heaven, God, the
Father, Jesus Christ running toward us to embrace us.

Keep on going.

Be proud of your citizenship here, but remember that we are all citizens of Heaven
One day, we will all return there and see each other again.

Let’s pray

Heavenly Father, | pray that you will continue to push us forward, just like an
Olympic coach does to his athletes.

Father, Don’t give up on us. Discipline us where we need discipline. Encourage us
where we need encouragement.

Teach us the proper way to live our lives.

Help us to overcome all obstacles in our paths.

Father, please send your Holy Spirit to comfort us, to guide us, to give us wisdom
on how to live our lives.

Help us to be holy as You are holy.

Father, we can’t wait to get to Heaven, where our true citizenship is.

And to see you, and receive a crown of righteousness, being placed on our head by
your son Jesus Christ.

Father, please be with my family in Japan. | miss them so, so much.

Let them know that we love them, wish to be with them again. | miss them so
much.

Father, if it is your will, please unite us again.

In Jesus name we pray. Amen.
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| hope to see you again, meet you in person.

You are always invited here, | have a nice home for you, few bedrooms that are
empty for you to stay in. So come on over.

| will be happy to give you a tour of Fort Collins, Colorado, take up to beautiful
mountains, and our beautiful camp and it will be lovely to see you again.

God bless you all.

WE will see you again.
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