Scripture: Matthew b: 13-16
Sermon Title: God's recipe for His children

[t is my honor to join you today in worship.
I've said this countless times, but if we can’t be with you in person, then a virtual
meeting is the next best thing in 2021.

For Mother’'s Day this year | purchased a new board game for my family
the purpose of the game is to purchase train lines around the country of Japan.

| was pleased to see that Hakodate is well represented on our new map of Japan.

Sometime after we arrive in Japan we will plan to visit with you in person

and when we do, we'll have to enjoy a bowl of Hakodate Ramen together.

The area in southern Hokkaido has many claims, but having served as one of the
first international ports has brought influences to Japan from many regions of the
world.

Hopefully, soon the Japan borders will be opened again and we will make our way
to be with you and serve alongside you.

Oftentimes, God’s word has just the right message for us which relates to our
current situation.

Although written centuries ago, todays scripture and message have a word for us
today.

If you have your Bible's handy, turn with me to today’s passage found in Matthew
5:13-16.

Let's read it together verses 13-16.
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You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? Itis no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled by men.

You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand and
it gives light to everyone in the house.

In that same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good
deeds and praise your Faither in Heaven.

One overwhelming thought occurred to me early on during this global pandemic of
Covid-109.

It occurred to me, perhaps through a word from the Lord, during the most
uncertain days of Covid, God was never shocked or surprised.

He is not stressed and wondering how He will react to the virus.

Instead, this period of uncertainty may be an opportunity for God to watch His
children to see how we react to these challenging times.

Do we respond much the way the unbeliever responds,

or do we respond differently due to our awareness of God’s presence even in the
darkest days?

| believe there are two aspects of the Christian’s lifestyle which should cause us to
have a different response then unbelievers.

We know that salt in early centuries had two principal purposes:

1. To enhance the taste of the food when it comes in contact with the food and

2. To preserve the food making it more useful for a longer period then without
the salt.
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In a spiritual sense, much of the world has entered depression and experienced
separation from the others due to self-isolation from Covid.

As Children of God, we need to be reaching out to our neighbor our workmates our
family in order to make sure they are well and okay.

While others retreat and become more aware of their own individual situations,

we should be having a positive affect on those with whom we are in relationship.
This may be the greatest opportunity in our life time to ministers to our neighbor
through the ministry of PRESENCE.

Just being there is so important.

Don't neglect them as others have but reach out to them to show you sincerely care
for them.

That's being salt for them, preserving the opportunity for them to have life
ever lasing.

God has the power to forgive each of us from sin - but He places us in relationships
so that we can help others come to Him.

Secondly, the passage speaks about light.
Have you ever been in a cave or a room and suddenly all the lights go out?
I've been in places where you literally cannot see your face if you put it in from of
you.
Completely dark —
but when one match is lit, it lights up the dark for as long as you can see.

Light always overcome darkness. That' worth repeating: Light always overcomes
darkness.

And in a world where the Light of the World, Jesus, is being all but ignored in many
people’s daily lives,

those of us who believe in Christ are intended to be the light which leads them to
THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD.
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We may be the only way that those around us move from the darkness of their
unbelief into the light of a believer.
| believe God can do anything — don’t you?

| don't consider the relationships I've been given as accidents,

but they are relationships which need to be preserved by the power of the Holy
Spirit so that their lives are preserved for an eternity.

| believe that when we are children of God, God's presence is evident to others and
there is a light which is created in each of us which should be used to bring others
into the light.

As the scripture says, if we don't utilize these two qualities which are unique gifts to
God’s children, the entire purpose of life is missed and we are of very little use to
God'’s Kingdom purpose.

We are His Children, placed here to influence others for Him.

Which bring me to my final thought.

That Hakodate Ramen doesn't’ happen by accident.

| have learned that each Ramen creator is quite specific with the combination of taste
in the broth and in the water the needles are heated in.

It is these tastes which influence the final product and when one creator arrives at
just the perfect taste, He relies on that combination of flavors to be the same
every time.

We are created by a creator who asks us to be salt and light for a lost world,

and every time we accept that challenge He does the rest and can create a space in
people which helps them realize their need for God.

We have much to learn about God's recipe for life, but we know from today that salt
and light are essential ingredients.

Let us be part of God’'s workmanship created for good works for Him.

And when we are, the Kingdom of God can grow due to the influence God can have
through us.
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| pray it so in your experience and in mine.

As we continue to work our way through this covid-19 experience,

May God be your very source of strength

May God influence you spend time in his word

May God and you come together so you can understand his vision for your life

You can give yourself in new and fresh every day to be part of his kingdom building.

| pray it so  Shall we pray?

Our Father, | thank you---

| thank you for their commitment

| thank you for the expression..

| pray you continue to bless us as we continually feed ------
| pray your holy spirit will continue to

| pray that we as Christians won't be huddled---
But we might see the benefit of---

Father we love you today, | am indebted to you---
May we be blessed and passed on..

Let us learn to be salt and light

In your name
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