Hello and
| pray that God’s blessings are being experienced by you each one
even today.

This has been a wonderful week for Colonel Wendy and for me.
We have begun a fairly regular schedule of zoom calls with some of
our team there in Tokyo

and over the past few weeks we have had the chance to meet
virtually with members of our team.

We have been so encouraged by your stories shared with us.

We have been learning about the history of the Greater Christian
Church and its influence on the people of Japan

and learning how The Salvation Army fit into that history both in
history and even unto today.

So many of you have inspired us with your support by joining on the
Women’s Ministry zoom call earlier this week

or attending any of the Womens Rallies across the Territory.

We also shared in a call hosted by The Territorial Youth Secretary
Captains Asazawa with some of the youth across the territory!

As Colonel Wendy shared with you, our only disappointment is that
we haven’t been able to meet you in person yet,

but that day is coming.

We have adopted a phrase which we have always believed —

In God’s Perfect Time.

We believe that our appointment to serve in Japan is in God’s plan
and must be in God’s perfect timing as well.

God'’s timing is never wrong.

He is always perfectly on time

and we believe that our delay in actually being with you is a part of
His plan.
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We are indebted to Lt. Colonels Nishimura and many others of you
for keeping us informed and helping us learn the Japan Territory.
We continue to be excited to be with you physically and look
forward to that day.

| mentioned in an earlier message that each year | try to learn
something new about the Christmas Story and the Easter story

and find myself intentionally studying the story weeks after we have
celebrated the events.

The lead up to Christmas or Advent season allows me time to dig
deeper into scripture in order to learn about one of the characters
at the manger scene and try to understand Jesus’ birth from their
experience.

Ever since Easter | have been following the readings which allow me
to remain in the story.

If you follow the Church Calendar at all you would know that this
coming Sunday is Pentecost Sunday.

The passage of scripture traditionally read and preached around the
story of Pentecost is PAUL’S account in Acts 2 - coming of the Holy
Spirit.

What a fantastic scene in scripture!

Can you imagine the excitement of the moment when Jesus’
Disciples, who probably all but forgot that Jesus had promised to
send a comforter experienced the coming of the Holy Spirit in real
time!

Even if they had forgotten . .. on that Day they were reminded
again that God Keeps His promises!

Surely they thought the Holy Spirit would come at some point, but
on that day Jesus once again kept His word!
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We know that Jesus had promised to send the Holy Spirit when he
was crucified and resurrected.

We also know that Jesus didn’t actually share when this would
happen.

| can only imagine how impatient those disciples had been during
that time between the ascension and the day of Pentecost.

But God acts in Perfect Time!

But today | want us to think about it in a bit of a different way.
The Scripture for today is from Romans 8, verses 22 — 27

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the
pains of childbirth right up to the present time.

23 Not only so, but we ourselves who have the first fruits of the
Spirit groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons,
the redemption of our bodies.

24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope

at all. Who hopes for what he already has?

25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently.

26 In the same way the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not
know what we ought to pray for, but the spirit himself intercedes
for us with groans that words cannot express.

27 And He who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to God’s will.

4 TRKIFHTA D, BENELNDEMRESNFELT,
LHOAL. WODZTEMFIEVWFEFEATLE,

A IRAFEDBNRREN-R. BFLLEENRFERANY o
T: - & T Lz & 5 o
L LRI REDORICEMIMET

SAESLESRAT, JOBBAFNSRTHEL &5
DREO—TOERADFH S T 227 HTT

22 BEPANITAATESHET, HIT5HE, RITEADHFLA
ERHOTWESIEZE, bELEBEM-TVEY,

ZHEYLEITTEL, "B OUBEWN L TWSH=L
b3, BOFESNDEIE, DFY, KOBEOLNDH L
Z, DORTHODELGNLFLLEATLET,

280f=Li=blE, CO&EIBHEICE>THONATNEDT
T, RADIDICHITHFLFR/LETEHHY FEA, HRICR
TWALDEENAGEEELTL L ID,

B bf-Li=blE. BIZRAGVWLDZEATWS LG, At
LTHBLELDTY,

26 @FkIZ. “F” 3B LELbEBITTCESNET,
HELELBEFESHEIRNENZMYFEAL, “E" BL
M, EEICRELGULIDEZL>THYRL TS SMH
T,

21 N\DLZERIRS AR, “F” OBV THENZEH-T
BonFxEy, “E" (I, MOEDLICHE-T, BEGLH5ELLD
EOICHYBLTLZES5MBTY,



The key verse for our purpose today is the short verse

25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently.

Wendy and | know what we want, and we have prayed for it.

We want to pack our suitcases and move to be close to you, each
one of you.

We are excited to have the entire Japanese experience of living in
community, worshiping with you, enjoying real Japanese food,
visiting you in your Corps and around your community.

But instead, we are living out of suitcases and meeting many of you
through a screen.

For now | suppose the zoom calls will have to be good enough.

But do you know what?

We thank God for the technology of today.

When my parents first set off for Japan they were on a ship for 3
weeks just to get to Japan.

They had only limited opportunity to visit with their family back
home and none of them could have even imagined such a think as a
computer, the internet or zoom calls.

We are grateful that God has called us at a time when the
communication is so clear between us even as we are waiting for
our visas.

God is so good!

But wait, the scripture says that | am to wait patiently?

Patience doesn’t seem to be one of my strengths or spiritual gifts.
When | long for something, | want it now.

I think we need to be very careful not to become as the world in our
expectation of things to happen when we want them to happen.
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To place a phone call or text and in a very short time, whatever we
ordered: from amazon or from a restaurant or from the grocery
store. .. just magically shows up at our house.

We have come to expect immediate gratification.

Sometimes God wants us to wait — for in the waiting we learn more
and more about our reliance on GOD.

I Corinthians 13 is commonly known as the love chapter and it
defines for us how important loving one another is to our witness
and to God.

But toward the end of that passage a question is asked.

“ But these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love.

You see, Faith is our relationship with the past.

Hope is our relationship with the future.

But Love is our relationship with Jesus TODAY

and when we focus on loving Him,-eurfaith-and-hope-beth-restin
Him-

But our love is something which comes from our daily relationship
with Him.

The only way we can live our lives completely for Jesus is to focus
on His love He has for us.

The best way to do that is to read and study His word and have
Faith in Him and Hope for a day when we can be with Him —when
our adoption as children of God is complete when we are in His
presence.

If we can trust Him with the past and the future . . . we begin to see
things like timing through his perspective and we can then rest in
His timing and not ours.
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| don’t know what part of your spiritual life seems to be a continual
struggle foryou . ..

but hereiswhatldo-know - we continde-to-study Hisword-and
pray-for-God-to-help-ustomerenaturally-see things as HE sees

them ... we are more able to trust Him with all things.

While serving in one appointment we had a young adult in our corps
who loved being with us.

She became almost like a part of our family, but she wasn’t living a
Christian life at that point.

In one conversation Wendy and | encouraged her to let God lead in
one area of her life just to see what happened.

She did and God blessed her for giving that back to Him.

As we farewelled from that appointment Wendy told our friend that
whenever she was ready to fully commit to Jesus, Wendy would be
honored to help her with that when she was ready.

Thirteen years later, she called and said to Wendy, | am ready to
make this decision,

and Wendy was honored to lead her to a relationship with Christ.
Did we want her to accept Jesus on that first day we discussed it, of
course. ..

but we had to leave it in God’s hands and we held on firmly to the
relationship with our friend.

What are you struggling with in regards to following the Timing of
God.

Just as Jesus promised to the disciples that He would go away, but
He would send one who comforts — the Holy spirit - for His disciples.
His promises are true everyday and His timeline is within His perfect
will.
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And . ..itis only through Him that we can await His timeline ... with PMEHF > THEODIIHEHRDOBITHELIZIETEEE A,

patience.

| pray this is one way you experience His presence in your life today EINZORBRZEZBLT, HRDEBHEZTHAIZENTEET
and every day. &I,
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